(4)  to supervise the training of students; and
(5)  to advise Government with regard to technical matters involv-
ing legislation.
109.  Even after Lord Crewe's despatch the Government of India
seemed to be in doubt as to how far they would be justified in sanction-
ing proposals for demonstration plants, financial assistance and other
forms of direct aid to industries.    Their desire to move in these matters,.
which had not so far reached the stage of active fulfilment, had received
a decided set-back.    The difficulties were increased by the fact that they
had neither the organisation nor the equipment to give effect even to*
the comparatively limited policy sanctioned by Lord Morley.   It was/
not, however, till some time after the outbreak of war that they resolved
to examine the question in a comprehensive way, and to that end!
appointed our Commission.
The attitude of Government did not satisfy the important section of
Indian public opinion which desired the industrial regeneration of the
country. The reversal of the policy enunciated by Lord Morley was-
frequently demanded; and the success of Japanese industries, brought
home forcibly to India bv a very large increase of Japanese imports,,
was cited as an instance of what a previously backward eastern nation
could accomplish with Government encouragement.
110.  The Eastern Bengal and Assam Government held a conference
at Dacca in 1909, which made certain proposals
Subsequent (history of Gov- involving the creation of a Department of
Cr BeSl and?Assam!         Industries and the establishment, in connec-'
tion with a scheme for technical and industrial
education of a central institute at Dacca, one function of which would
be to impart, with the help of small Government factories grouped
round it, practical training under commercial conditions. The intro-
duction of pioneer factories was also proposed. The Secretary of State
(now Lord Ore we) expressed general approval in his despatch No. 12-
Public, dated 19th January 1912. A scheme had also been devised
for a technological institute at Calcutta ; but owing to the readjustment
of the boundaries of the Bengal provinces in 1912, it was found necessary
to recast both these schemes, and with this object a report was prepared
in 1913. No practical effect has so far been given to these proposals,
which have been criticised in paragraph 219 of the Bengal Dis-
trict Administration Committee's report as tending to give too purely
educational a bias to the objects and methods of the Department of
Industries.
The United Provinces Government appointed a Director of Industries-
(lifted Provinces          *n 1910, and further loans were subsequently
made to various industrial concerns by this-
Government. A depot for the sale of the products of cottage industries
was started at Cawnpore; a glass worker and a press-tool maker were
obtained from England; and various investigations were made into the-
possibilities of certain local products, notably dyes and tanning extracts.
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